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General Health System Announces Launch of Mid City Redevelopment Alliance
Baton Rouge, LA — General Health System (GHS) announced last week its plans to launch Mid City Redevelopment Alliance (MCRA), its not-for-profit community development organization established to encourage growth and renewal in Baton Rouge’s Mid City region, as an independent organization. 

The launch of MCRA as an independent organization will further its opportunities for strategic planning and partnerships with community-based organizations in its efforts to revitalize the Mid City area. For the past 20 years, MCRA has and will continue to work closely with General Health System, parent company to Baton Rouge General Medical Center, to improve the quality, safety and appeal of the Mid City area. The formal relationship between GHS and MCRA will continue to grow as MCRA moves forward in its efforts to revitalize the Mid City area.  
Founded in 1991 by General Health System, parent company to Baton Rouge General Medical Center, MCRA was charged to serve as a catalyst, facilitator and coordinator to encourage the growth and renewal of Baton Rouge’s Mid City region by attracting and retaining current residents and businesses. General Health System has always embraced the importance of serving the people of our community, with a deep focus on the area surrounding Baton Rouge General’s Mid City campus and the people who live and work within. Since its inception, MCRA and GHS have worked together to develop a number of programs and initiatives to strengthen the people and places in the Mid City area including The Home Ownership Center, FIXUP! Mid City, FACELIFT! Mid City and NeighborGrants.
At the cornerstone of MCRA’s efforts to create a stable community is The Home Ownership Center (HOC), which was established in 2000 with the expansion of their homebuyer education program. Through the HOC, MCRA provides comprehensive education and counseling services for people interested in owning their own home. In 2004, MCRA received designation as a HUD-Approved Housing Counseling Agency and has since won several awards for their program and services. Most recently, MCRA was named Agency of the Year by the Louisiana Federation of Housing Counselors. In July 2011, MCRA earned national recognition when it was named Agency of the Year by the National Association of Housing Counselors and Agencies. 
As part of their joint strategic plan, MCRA has worked to position itself for financial independence – a status that would liken more long-term growth and development opportunities, grant funding and programmatic freedom to work with other community-based programs around the country. In its 20 years of operation under GHS, MCRA has grown and made significant improvements in the Mid City community, and to date, MCRA is in its strongest financial position. Therefore, General Health System is proud to announce and formally launch MCRA as an independent organization, with exciting opportunities on the horizon for new strategic planning and approaches to its revitalization efforts. In addition, partnership with nationally linked community-based organizations will also strengthen MCRA’s efforts and support important civic development programs such as FUTUREBR. 
“Baton Rouge General and General Health System are extremely proud of MCRA’s accomplishments and the innumerable lives the organization has touched.  As a parent sends his/her well-prepared child off to college, we now send our partners at Mid City Redevelopment Alliance off for exciting growth opportunities and greater independence. These new opportunities will allow MCRA to continue the positive momentum and economic activity that is helping revitalize the heart of our community. We wish Sam and his team the very best and remain committed to supporting their strategic goals and plans,” comments Bill Holman, Baton Rouge General/General Health System President and CEO.
General Health System will continue to support and work closely with MCRA as the organization grows and continues to make progress in the Mid City region. The Mid City region is a major focus area of the FUTUREBR plan, the update of East Baton Rouge Parish’s comprehensive master plan for land use and development by the Office of the Mayor-President and the City-Parish Planning Commission. 
As the central urban core of Baton Rouge, the region consists of over 10,000 city blocks of diverse commercial and residential areas. With a common goal to strengthen the Mid City area and as the FUTUREBR plan comes to fruition, the relationship between Baton Rouge General and MCRA will remain strong as the two organizations work together with members of the community and organizations to attract and retain residents and businesses to the Mid City region and encourage its progress and revitalization. 

“We are grateful to the Mid City Redeployment Alliance Board members and General Health System Administration who have provided consistent leadership and direction for our organization over the years.  The new opportunities that our independence will afford are promising and will only enhance our efforts to revitalize Mid City – an area rich in history, commerce and culture.  Though we now launch from GHS, together, our shared commitment to the people of Mid City remains for decades to come,” states Samuel Sanders, Mid City Redeployment Alliance Executive Director.  
About Mid City Redevelopment Alliance
Established by General Health System in 1991, Mid City Redevelopment Alliance (MCRA) has been a catalyst for the revitalization of the Mid City region, assisting with the establishment of the Mid City Merchants Association and numerous neighborhood associations.  MCRA also provides home ownership courses for the community.  More than 4,600 people have participated in home ownership courses and more than 1,500 of those have purchased their first home in the area.  MCRA has constructed 21 new, affordable homes in the area and has organized the renovation of more than 250 homes.
MCRA is actively involved in the majority of planning and development projects in the Mid City region.  MCRA’s current plans call for the continual implementation of the Government Street Master Plan (GoMAP!) and use of the Urban Design Overlay District; assisting developer partners with projects in the Spanish Town area along the eastern side of I-110, along the 19th Street corridor, and in other areas around the community. For more information about Mid City Redevelopment Alliance, visit www.midcityredevelopment.org.  

About General Health System
General Health System (GHS) is the corporate parent of Baton Rouge General Medical Center and handles administrative functions such as recruitment and human resources for the hospital. As the first hospital in Baton Rouge, opening its doors in 1900, Baton Rouge General is a full-service, community hospital dedicated to improving lives and strengthening the community. In addition to the hospital, General Health System subsidiaries include Baton Rouge General Physicians, Baton Rouge General Medical Center's Foundation and other programs providing care and services to residents of the Capital city's nine-parish region. For more information about General Health System and Baton Rouge General, visit www.BRGeneral.org. 
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